Gems & Gemology Data Depository: Discredited, unsubstantiated, and doubtful reports of
diamond discoveries in Canada before 1963.
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Selected references

Krajick (2001)

Feuchtwanger (1872, p. 528)

“Diamond (?) discovery in the
Nipissing District” (1906)

Johnston (1911), Camsell
(1911, 1913)

Camsell (1912), Johnston
(1912)

Johnston (1912), Poitevin and
Graham (1918)

Gibson (1914)

Comments
Explorer Jacques Cartier mis-
identified quartz as diamond

“A diamond of oval shape, about
three inches long and two inches
wide . . .”; no details of method of
identification and no further mention
of this diamond in the literature

A stone “believed to be one of the
largest diamonds in the world,” but
this reported discovery lacks
authenticity; details of identification
methods not given

Microscopic diamonds reportedly
obtained following fusion of chromite
with sodium carbonate, potassium
bisulfate and sodium peroxide; they
were shown to be synthetic periclase
(MgO) by LeCheminant and Bédard
(1996)

Same comments as above

Same comments as above

Same comments as above



“before  Peterborough, Ontario  Gunn (1967) One 33 ct stone reportedly found

1920” (presumably in surficial deposit) while
digging a railway cut between Ottawa
and Toronto; poorly documented and
considered unsubstantiated

1948 Saskatchewan; within Field (1949, 1950, 1978), Discovery of five diamonds claimed;
100 miles (160 km) of “Diamond find in Canada unsubstantiated and doubtful
Flin Flon, Manitoba doubted” (1948-49), Gent
(1992b)
1958 Southwest of Morton et al. (1993), Krajick Discovery of 1 ct stone claimed; no
Edmonton, Alberta (2001) details presented, unsubstantiated
1961- Near Prince Albert, Gent (1992a,b) Discovery of two diamonds claimed;
1963 Saskatchewan believed to be a “fictitious promotion”

(Gent, 1992b, p. 4)
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