






Gemological
Institute of
America
www.gia.edu/education

WHOLESALE CAREER TRACK

52



Gemological
Institute of

America
www.gia.edu/education

WHOLESALE CAREER TRACK

53

Wholesale
CChhoooossee tthhiiss ttrraacckk iiff yyoouu wwaanntt ttoo

y Sell gems

y Buy gems or jewelry 

y Appraise gems and jewelry

y Be a gemologist

YYoouu wwiillll lleeaarrnn
—The essentials of running a wholesale business

—How to identify, grade, and assess the quality of diamonds,
colored gems, and pearls

Choose from these courses and programs

Jewelry Business Management (JBM) diploma program—page 44
• Learn universal business principles with real-world jewelry industry applications
• On campus or online

Required courses—BUS210 Principles of Management; BUS220 Accounting Basics;
BUS230 Fundamentals of Marketing; BUS240 Principles of Economics; 
BUS300 Ethics and Law

CHOOSE A SET OF ELECTIVES TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS. FOR EXAMPLE:

BUS340 US Business Law
• Overview of the legal framework for US businesses, specific to the jewelry industry

BUS420 Global Business Management
• Human resource management and cross-cultural communication, negotiation, and labor 

relations skills

BUS430 International Law and Trade
• Principles shaping conduct of international trade and industry business practices

BUS450 Business Negotiations
• Negotiation strategies used by successful jewelry businesses 

Accredited Jewelry Professional (AJP) diploma program—page 16
• Essential gem and jewelry product knowledge, proven sales techniques
• Distance Education only 

Graduate Gemologist (GG) diploma program—page 18
• Gain comprehensive knowledge of diamonds and colored stones, along with hands-on 

grading skills
• On campus worldwide or Distance Education with practical Lab classes

Graduate Diamonds diploma program—page 20 
• Learn to grade diamonds, detect synthetics, and identify simulants
• On campus worldwide or Distance Education with practical Lab class

Graduate Colored Stones diploma program—page 22
• Learn to identify colored stones and assess their quality
• On campus worldwide or Distance Education with practical Lab classes

Graduate Pearls diploma program—page 24
• Learn to evaluate, buy, and sell pearls of all types
• Distance Education with practical Lab class

Business

Gemology

the supply side of the jewelry industry...
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Design
CChhoooossee tthhiiss ttrraacckk iiff yyoouu wwaanntt ttoo

y Design your own jewelry

· y Market your own jewelry line

· y Operate a custom jewelry business

YYoouu wwiillll lleeaarrnn
—The essentials of running a business

—How to design jewelry, carve waxes, make molds, and 
cast jewelry 

Choose from these courses and programs

Jewelry Business Management (JBM) diploma program—page 44
• Learn universal business principles with real-world jewelry industry applications
• On campus or online

Required courses—BUS210 Principles of Management; BUS220 Accounting Basics;
BUS230 Fundamentals of Marketing; BUS240 Principles of Economics; 
BUS300 Ethics and Law

CHOOSE A SET OF ELECTIVES TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS. FOR EXAMPLE:
BUS310 Marketing Management
• Relate consumer buying behavior to marketing goals and opportunities 

BUS360 Merchandising Management
• Develop effective buying strategies to increase retail profitability

BUS440 Visual Merchandising
• Relate design and merchandising principles to store layout and lighting

BUS450 Business Negotiations
• Negotiation strategies used by successful jewelry businesses 

Accredited Jewelry Professional (AJP) diploma program—page 16
• Essential gem and jewelry product knowledge, proven sales techniques
• Distance Education only 

Graduate Gemologist (GG) diploma program—page 18
• Gain comprehensive knowledge of diamonds and colored stones, along with hands-on 

grading skills
• On campus worldwide or Distance Education with practical Lab classes

Applied Jewelry Arts (AJA) diploma program—page 30
• Learn all aspects of design along with wax carving, mold making, and casting
• On campus (Carlsbad only)

Jewelry Design course—page 32
• Design custom jewelry and create your own portfolio
• On campus (Carlsbad, New York, Los Angeles)

Comprehensive CAD/CAM Lab class—page 36
• On campus (Carlsbad only) 

Business

Gemology

Jewelry Manufacturing Arts

the creative side of the jewelry industry...
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Graduate Jeweler (GJ) diploma program—page 34
• Gain the fundamental skills of a professional bench jeweler
• On campus (Carlsbad only)

Applied Jewelry Arts (AJA) diploma program—page 30
• All aspects of design, plus wax carving, mold making, and casting
• On campus (Carlsbad only)

Jewelry Design course—page 32
• Design custom jewelry and create your own portfolio
• On campus (Carlsbad, New York, Los Angeles)

Choose from these courses and programs

Jewelry Business Management (JBM) diploma program—page 44
• Learn universal business principles with real-world jewelry industry applications
• On campus or online

Required courses—BUS210 Principles of Management; BUS220 Accounting Basics; 
BUS230 Fundamentals of Marketing; BUS240 Principles of Economics; 
BUS300 Ethics 
and Law

CHOOSE A SET OF ELECTIVES TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS. FOR EXAMPLE:
BUS370 Human Resource Management
• Human resource approaches and issues as applied to the goals of a jewelry organization

BUS410 Entrepreneurship
• Theory and practice of starting a new jewelry business and creating a business plan

BUS460 Quantitative Methods
• Inventory systems and statistical analysis of business operations

BUS470 Information Systems Management
• Broad overview of management information systems and e-business advantages

Accredited Jewelry Professional (AJP) diploma program—page 16
• Essential gem and jewelry product knowledge, proven sales techniques
• Distance Education only

Graduate Gemologist (GG) diploma program—page 18
• Gain comprehensive knowledge of diamonds and colored stones, along with 

hands-on grading skills
• On campus worldwide or Distance Education with practical Lab classes

Jewelry Manufacturing Arts

Business

Gemology

Manufacturing
CChhoooossee tthhiiss ttrraacckk iiff yyoouu wwaanntt ttoo

y Outfit and run a jewelry trade shop 

y Manufacture jewelry

y Be a manufacturing executive

YYoouu wwiillll lleeaarrnn
—The essentials of running a business

—How to fabricate and repair jewelry and set stones

the technical side of the jewelry industry...
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Corporate Training Classes

Accredited Jewelry Professional
(AJP) Intensive Diploma Program
Consists of 3 courses: GEM110—Jewelry
Essentials; GEM120—Colored Stone Essentials;
GEM130—Diamond Essentials
In this interactive classroom environment, 
your sales associates learn the essential jewelry
product knowledge and proven sales techniques
they need to approach a customer, earn their
trust, and close the sale. 

What do they learn?
• How to communicate the 4Cs of diamond

value
• In-depth product information on diamonds,

rubies, emeralds, sapphires, and more
• The skills they need to provide accurate and

compelling sales presentations
• Facts about top-selling jewelry styles
• How to recognize and explain different manu-

facturing methods
• Familiarity with karat gold and precious metals

used in popular jewelry items
• How to present treated, synthetic, and imita-

tion stones with full disclosure
• By the end of this program, your associates

will know how to sell jewelry with confidence!

What do they earn?
Accredited Jewelry Professional diploma

How long will it take?
5 days (35 hours)

Price: $395 per student

GEM246L Gemstone Treatment
Update 
In less than a day, participants will get up-
to-date on gemstone treatments. They’ll see
everything from beryllium-diffusion treated 
sapphire to fracture-filled diamond and bleached
polymer-impregnated jadeite.

What do they learn?
• How to detect important treatments to 

commercial gem materials

• When to send a gem to a laboratory

What do they earn?
Letter of Attendance

How long will it take?
1 day (2.5 hours)

Price: $145 per student

GEM245L Identifying Ruby,
Sapphire, and Emerald Lab
In just one day, participants will get up-to-date on
rubies, sapphires, and emeralds. With our lab
equipment, participants will get up-close views of
gems from new sources. This highly challenging
lab also provides the latest information on treat-
ments and synthetics.

What do they learn?
• How to separate synthetic ruby, sapphire, and

emerald from their natural counterparts
• How to detect treated ruby, sapphire, and

emerald

What do they earn?
Letter of Completion

How long will it take?
1 day (6 hours)

Price: $295 per student

GEM255L Identifying Synthetic
Diamonds Lab
Previous gemological training and/or experience
is recommended for this class.

What do they learn?
• How to identify high temperature, high pres-

sure (HPHT)-grown synthetic diamonds and
separate them from natural diamonds 

• How labs identify HPHT-grown and CVD-
grown synthetic diamond 

• How to separate synthetic moissanite and
synthetic cubic zirconia from diamond

What do they earn?
Letter of Attendance

How long will it take?
1 day (2.5 hours)

Price: $145 per student

GEM256L Identifying Diamond
Treatments Lab
What do they learn?

• Facts about the treatments commercially
applied to diamonds and how to identify them
with a microscope

• How to detect fracture filling, laser drilling 
and internal laser drilling, irradiation, coatings,
HPHT processing, multiple treatment process-
es, and coatings

• When to send a diamond to a laboratory

What do they earn?
Letter of Completion

How long will it take?
1 day (2.5 hours)

Price: $145 per student

GEM258L Loupe Grading Lab
What do they learn?

• How to grade round brilliant diamonds for 
cut, clarity, and color in the D to Z range 

• How to grade diamonds consistently and 
accurately using a jeweler’s loupe 

• How to recognize important diamond clarity
characteristics

• How graders evaluate fancy cut and fancy
color diamonds 

• How to read a GIA Laboratory Diamond
Grading Report

What do they earn?
Letter of Completion

How long will it take?
5 days or 10 nights (35 hours)

Price: $1,195 per student

GIA can customize training to fit your organization’s needs. Call our Senior Corporate Services Specialist at 800-421-7250
ext. 4001 for further details. Here are just some of the classes we have available.

Executive Training
Program
Developed specifically for careers
in mid-level management, this
intensive program teaches you the
key aspects of building and running
a successful jewelry organization.
The program takes a holistic view
of leadership and strategy and
explores the key elements of a 
tactical execution plan including
finance, marketing, and operations.

Call 800-421-7250 ext. 4001
for details.

New!



TELEPHONE WEBSITE/EMAIL

GIA Carlsbad
Toll-free 800-421-7250

Outside the U.S. and Canada 760-603-4000 eduinfo@gia.edu

Admissions and Enrollments 760-603-4000 ext. 4001 admissions@gia.edu

School of Business 760-603-4000 ext. 7370 business@gia.edu

EBSCO Electronic Library subscription service eptech@epnet.com

School of Gemology
Distance Education Manager 760-603-4000 ext. 7322 distancemanager@gia.edu

Distance Education and Lab 760-603-4000 ext. 4001 admissions@gia.edu

GIA New York
Toll-free 800-366-8519 nyedu@gia.edu

Outside the U.S. and Canada 212-944-5900

Admissions and Enrollments nyedu@gia.edu

GIA Los Angeles
Toll-free 866-702-2088 laedu@gia.edu

Outside the U.S. and Canada 310-670-2100

Admissions and Enrollments laedu@gia.edu

www.giachina.cn
GIA China 86-10-8427-5411 gia-china@126.com

GIA Florence 39-055-215-964 www.giaflorence.com
info@giaflorence.com

GIA Hong Kong 852-2303-0075 www.giahongkong.com
giahk@netvigator.com

GIA India 91-22-22870846 www.giaindia.ac.in
giaindiainfo@gia.edu

GIA Japan—Osaka 81-6-6266-8601 www.giajpn.gr.jp
osaka@giajpn.gr.jp

GIA Japan—Tokyo 81-3-3835-7046 www.giajpn.gr.jp
info@giajpn.gr.jp

GIA Korea 82-2-540-7637 www.giakorea.co.kr
info@giakorea.co.kr

GIA London 44-20-7813-4321 www.gialondon.co.uk
info@gialondon.co.uk

GIA Moscow 7-495-433-5566 www.gigia.ru
gigia@rol.ru

GIA Taiwan 886-2-2771-9391 www.giataiwan.com.tw
gia.taiwan@msa.hinet.net

GIA Thailand 662-237-9575~7 www.giathailand.com
giathai@ksc.th.com

Contact Information

Whether you enroll in the School of Gemology, School of Jewelry Manufacturing
Arts, School of Business—or in a combination of programs from all three—
GIA’s unique blend of programs can help you attain your goals.

© 2008, Gemological Institute of America, Inc. All rights reserved. The GIA names, logos, and slogans are the trademarks, service marks,
or registered trademarks, of the Gemological Institute of America, Inc. All other marks and images are the property of their respective 
owners. No reproduction of logos or images is allowed without specific written request and approval by GIA.

Information contained in this catalog including, but not limited to, academic program requirements, course descriptions, class schedules,
tuition and fees, and all other student and/or academic policies, are subject to change without notice. This catalog and the material 
contained herein do not constitute an enforceable contract between you and GIA or any of its subsidiaries.

Catalog and policies effective January 1, 2008 through December 31, 2008.

www.gia.edu/education



Lay the foundation for your jewelry industry career
Grade and identify diamonds, colored gems, and pearls

Design and create jewelry pieces

Understand how to run a business

“Working in the jewelry industry has always been a dream of mine. So while I was
still at high school I started researching the industry. That’s when I learned about
GIA. Suddenly I started noticing GIA everywhere. I heard jewelry stores promoting
GIA diamond grading reports and I noticed GIA diplomas hanging on their walls. So
I attended GIA and earned my Graduate Gemologist diploma. I knew I had
the skills and the confidence to succeed—and potential employers knew it too.”

Keren Gutierrez, GG
Shaftel Diamond Co., Houston, Texas

Contact us today! Join thousands of GIA graduates who have gone on to success in a wide

range of exciting careers in the gem and jewelry industry as gemologists, retailers, wholesalers,

designers, artisans, entrepreneurs, executives, and more.

Carlsbad Admissions
Toll-free: 800-421-7250 ext. 4001
admissions@gia.edu

New York Admissions
Toll-free: 800-366-8519 ext. 3529
nyedu@gia.edu

Los Angeles Admissions
Toll-free: 866-702-2088
laedu@gia.edu

www.gia.edu/education
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